
 
 

 

Pastoral Letter 02/2014 

Balanga, 17 January 2014 

Memorial of Saint Anthony Abbot 

Journeying in Faith towards Forty 
 

Forty (40) is a very important, significant and symbolic number in the Bible. In the old 

Testament we find the story of how the Israelites after they were liberated from slavery in Egypt 

traveled through the desert to the Promised Land for forty years (Numbers 14:33; 32,13). Noah, 

during the great flood, stayed for forty days in the Ark (Genesis 7:17). 

 

In preparation for His public ministry, Jesus prayed and fasted for forty days. During this 

period, He was tempted by the devil (Matthew 4:2ff). And after His resurrection, Jesus remained 

on earth for forty days (Acts of the Apostles 1:3) before He ascended into heaven. 

 

A year from now we will enshrine in our history our very own forty. The Diocese of Balanga 

(1975-2015) celebrates her fortieth foundation anniversary. This will be a time of great renewal 

for our local Church, a fresh start towards a rekindling of the faith in our lives. It will be an 

opportunity to share this faith with others in a grand and meaningful way. This year, 2014, will 

thus be a time of preparation for our 400th anniversary. In 2013 the Church gave us the Year of 

Faith, which was a propitious occasion for understanding more profoundly the foundation of the 

Christian faith, which is "the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon 

and a decision direction." Following the Year of Faith, the Catholic Bishops Conference of the 

Philippines has declared 2014 as the Year of the Laity. Faith impels us to mission, and as our 

beloved Diocese turns we commit to a preparation that is always faith and ever fruitful. 

 
Always faithful 

Faith is God's gift to us. It is the manifestation of His love, in the person of Jesus who 

became man. Faith moves us to action because of this love. It transforms our Words to deeds. 

what we profess we bear witness to because the Lord "grants each of us to live the beauty and 

joy of being Christians." Our words gain meaning when we live them. Thus, when we experience 

Jesus we are moved to shared Him with others. We know the faith; we share the faith; and we 

live the faith. 

 



 
 

 

It is Faith that makes us remain true and loyal to Jesus. In spite of disasters and 

destructions we do not waver in our belief; we do not withdraw from our faith. Amidst sacrifices 

and sufferings, we do not walk away; instead we hold on fast to Him. Even With a heavy cross on 

our shoulders and with crises pressing in on us, we still fix our gaze towards Heaven and set our 

vision on Jesus, trusting His ways ever more. 

 

This year towards our 40th anniversary we commit our plans to His guidance and with 

deep faith we commend to Him these activities towards the growth of our Church and to the 

praise of God. 

1. Consecration to the Our Lady of Guadalupe Chapel on March 19, 2014. 

2. Pastoral visits every Wednesday to Thursday starting on May 13-14, 2014. The 

Culmination of the visitations Will be the creation of Diocesan Pastoral Council. 

3. Completion and blessing of our Cancilleria Diocesana de Balanga and dedication 

4. Declaration and consecration of the parish church of San Roque on August 16, 

5. Opening of the Diocesan Congress of the Laity on November 7-9, 2014. of the 

renovated Bishop's Chapel to our Blessed Mother as Virgen de los Remedios. 2014 

as the Diocesan Shrine for the pastoral care of the sick and for healing9. 

6. Completion of the construction of Virgen Milagrosa del Rosario Seminary by 

December 2014 as our gift to God and to the Diocese. 

Ever-fruitful 

Faith always brings about results-a change or a transformation. This is conversion; life 

renewed; a change of heart. With our faith we lead our people back to God. With the faith we 

share with them they live to glority GOd, and do good to their fellowmen. They receive God's 

graces, and become God's gifts to others. Saint Luke tells us in the parable of the fig tree that the 

owner, "came looking for fruit on it" (13,6). 

 

And our Lord Jesus also afirms that, "it was I who chose you and sent you to go and bear 

fruit, fruit that will last" (John 15,16).  

 

In the past forty years our local Church has grown because of the work and efforts of 

many people especially my predecessors. What we have started, what we have sowed have been 

sources of grace for our people. They are not for fame or superficial popularity; they are not for 

show, like the dazzling fireworks that flash brilliantly in the dark for a few minutes to be admired 



 
 

 

and then are eaten again by the night. What we plan or envision for the coming years must be 

endure for a lifetime: a lasting and essential. What we do, create or establish, must lead people 

to sanctification, and be their way towards salvation. We are planning for the long journey, in 

season, not for sentimental reasons but for the prosperity, well-being and development of all, 

like the proverbial seed whose growth enables "birds of the air can take shelter in its shade" 

(Mark 4,32). 

 

As we move towards forty, let us take our first steps together with our patron, Saint 

Joseph, who with determination and obedience to the will of God, took his family, Jesus and 

Mary, to safety. Let us pray to him to guide us and lead us to success, safety and security. 

 

May our beloved Mother Mary whom we lovingly invoke as Virgen Milagrosa del Rosario 

take us under her mantle of her maternal protection and loving intercession, and pray for us to 

her Son, Jesus Christ. 

 
We now pray: 

Almighty God, our merciful Father 

under the guidance and protection of Saint Joseph, 

most chaste and respectful husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

dedicated and devoted father of our Lord Jesus, 

and the caring Patron of the Diocese of Balanga. 

We joyfully manifest our gratitude and humbly intercede for Your guidance 

as we journey towards the 40th Founding Anniversary of our Diocese. 

 

We thank You for the creation of the Diocese. 

We thank You for those laborers and fishers of men whom You have chosen and sent to Bataan. 

We thank You for bountiful harvest and hundredfold blessings. 

We thank You for the cross we carry and the graces we receive. 

 

With just and righteous Saint Joseph to take us and intercede for us 



 
 

 

O Almighty God, merciful Father, guide us through the coming years 

to be responsible to our calling and to respect our province, 

to commit ourselves to You and to complete all our projects for the Diocese, 

to serve, sanctify and to save one another. 

Amen. 

 

Most Rev. RUPERTO C. SANTOS, DD  

Bishop of Balanga 

 

 


